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Commander 

First; I would 

like to thank everyone 

who was in attendance 

at the Department of 

Washington Mid-

Winter Conference in 

Spokane.  It was a very 

productive event, not 

only with our own state 

programs and the 

different reports from 

the various Chairperons. but I was equally 

impressed by the presentation from Walgreens 

representatives on Suicide prevention.  It was great 

that they invited the VA to participate in the 

presentation as well.  

I also hope that you took advantge of the 

free flu shot program provided by them as well, like 

I did.  The Conference culminted with the grand 

envent, our Voice of Democercy Banquet.  Thank 

you all for making this a huge succes. 

Now with that behind us, NOW is the the 

time push the gas pedal on membership.  The 

department is currently at 92 percent in 

membership.  As you may have heard, the 

Commander In Chief has put out the word that any 

department that reaches 97 percent by 1 April will 

be given a tribute Henry Rifile. Should this 

department achive this honor, I will present this 

beautiful 1922 rifle at  the convenention to the post 

with highest number of new/reinstated members.  

The may use it as a raffle item and use the proceeds 

for that post. To get maxium participation the cutoff 

date for the department will be June 15 2018. 

The department is having a membership 

Class that will be held at Post 969 on March 24,
 

2018, 8:30am – 3:00pm.  We have the privilage of 

having the National Membership director Rick 

Butler to conduct this training for us. 

Remember membership is the lifeblood 

of our organization, and without it we can not do 

anything. It all starts at the grass roots level.  From 

getting funds for our post, through ultimatley taking 

care of veterans and their families; from service 

work to fighting for the benefites they deserve. 

Once again thank you for all the hard work 

that you continue to do for all veterans.  It is truly 

noticed. 

John Bradburn 

State Commander  
____________________________________________ 

Jr. Vice-Commander’s Report 

Thank you to all the Post and Auxiliary 

members that helped with the various Youth 

Activities Programs during the first half of this 

VFW year, plus getting out the word about “A Day 

to Change Direction” a campaign that focuses on 

services and action to change the dialog on 

MENTAL HEALTH.   

Also remember that there still is the Art 

Contest that is completed later this year. 

John Rust 

State Jr. Vice Commander 

____________________________________________ 

Chaplain’s Report 

Thank you to all the Posts that have 

submitted Chaplain reports to the Department office 

this year. Remember your Post Chaplain is a very 

important part of your Post in the support and 

assistance to veterans and their families. Please 

submit your entries for Chaplain of the year to 

Robin at the Fife headquarters no later than April 

1
st
. Thank you Chaplains for all you do. 

 

John Beam 

Department Chaplain 
____________________________________________ 

 

(Page 1) 



Quartermaster’s Report 

Greetings Comrades, 

It is an honor to be 

the addressing you in the 

first State Newsletter in 

many years.  Thank you, 

Jim Daly, for taking on 

this project. 

If you need to 

reach me for any Quartermaster related item, I will 

be in the Fife office on most Thursdays and Fridays.  

You can reach me by email at:  

QM@VFWWA.NET or pmanly@icehouse.net .  If 

you need to contact me by phone, my cell phone is 

509-979-1627.  If I am not available to answer, 

please leave a message or text. 

I am in the process of streamlining the 

accounting for the Department.  Reports for the 

Council of Administration should become simpler 

and more understandable.  It has been a challenge to 

merge two bookkeeping systems into one.  We shall 

see how well that has been accomplished in the next 

newsletter. 

Quartermasters, Trustees, and Commanders:  

be sure to check those audits before you sign them.  

Often the numbers simply do not add up.  In one 

recent case, one fund was accidently left off the 

audit, although it was included in the total.  Usually, 

it is something simple.  However, your audit is your 

best guarantee that financial information for your 

post members is accurate.  This includes your 

canteen.  The canteen is your most likely source for 

fraud, theft, and abuse.  Our canteens can be 

excellent fundraising operations – but only if they 

are properly monitored. 

Quartermasters, if you need assistance with 

your 990 forms, please contact me.  They are not 

that difficult.  If you do not have a canteen, your 

990 should take about an hour to complete, with a 

canteen about 4 to 6 hours. 

 And, finally, bonding!  When you do your 

audit, check your bond against your funds.  The 

bond should be larger.  We had at least 8 4
th

 Quarter 

Audits, in which the bond was not high enough.  

This is easily remedied:  send a letter to 

Department, requesting an increase in bond, and a 

check for the difference (you do not need to pay for 

a complete new bond). 

 I invite all Quartermasters, Trustees, and 

Line Officers to the Quartermaster school at the 

Department Convention.  Yes, line officers; you do 

need to be aware of your Quartermaster 

requirements. 

Yours in Comradeship, 

Paul Manly, State Quartermaster 
____________________________________________ 

Judge Advocate’s Report 

Comrades, 

Greetings!  I tried 

to find some great, 

interesting information that 

would leave you on the 

edge of your seat wanting 

to read the Judge 

Advocate’s article, but 

really couldn’t come up 

with anything that you don’t already know; update 

your bylaws to take out the word “Ladies” in 

reference to the Auxiliary; update them within 5 years 

(to include your house and club if you have a 

canteen); ensure all your officers are eligible and duly 

elected; and play nice…… we’re all volunteers.   

For some reason, that last thing seems to be the most 

challenging!   Remember, Comrades, that this 

organization can’t survive without everyone.  The 

more we antagonize, degrade and fight with each 

other, the more we look like an organization that the 

younger troops don’t want to join.  We need to focus 

on what our mission statement says and DO IT, 

instead of finding fault with others.  In this climate of 

harassment throughout the Nation (from actors all the 

way to Washington DC!) you’ve got to ensure your 

treatment of others reflects what our organization 

should stand on; equality of all! 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Next; I’m not 

going to use this article 

to “bust out” a Post or 

District (I’ve talked with 

them individually) about 

their bylaws expiring 

and/or their need to 

follow them.  What I 

will do, however, is I’ll 

try to motivate you to focus on those we help.   

For example; I had the honor of presenting 

$1,600 in checks and cash from different Posts, to 

the Pierce County Sheriff’s Office for the family of 

Navy Veteran and Deputy Sheriff Daniel 

McCartney, who was killed in the line of duty.  

Helping his family with expenses associated with 

Deputy McCartney’s funeral is a great example of 

helping our Veterans families.  Thank you to all the 

Posts (and individuals) who donated!  The family 

really needed the help!! 

Please remember, when you do Poppy 

drives and use that relief money to help those in 

need; it means something!  Know that when you do 

toy drives, or food drives, you are directly helping 

your community!  Refocus on calling Comrades 

that haven’t paid their annual membership, because 

maybe they’re in need and just don’t know how to 

ask for it.  Wear that cap with your Post number on 

it with pride as you’ve done something that less 

than 1% of Americans have done; represented this 

great Nation in another land.  Everyone else that 

wears that cap is your Brother or Sister in arms.  

Treat them all with respect, dignity, and equality 

and we’ll all be surprised with what our Department 

can accomplish! 

Lastly, if there is anything you need help 

with (in regard to the VFW - my plate is full of 

chores at home so I can’t mow your lawn!) I’d be 

happy to help!  Just give me a call!! 

Yours in Comradeship! 

Traci Williams 

State Judge Advocate 
____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

Surgeon’s Report 

Another great meeting 

with the Staff of the Spokane VA 

Hospital.  They have a friendly 

and caring staff for our Veterans.  

We presented a check from the 

Department of Washington VFW 

and the Auxiliary also presented 

them with a check to assist them 

with their programs enhancing the moral and welfare 

of our Veterans at the hospital. 

The visit to the Spokane Veterans Home was amazing.  

The staff there were incredible.  Each one of them has 

a level of love for our veterans that is to be 

commended.  Their hearts are in their care.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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Some of the interesting experiences at the 

Spokane Veterans Home are that each Branch of 

Service common areas in the facility are known by 

their Branch of Service.  Their rehab programs are 

oriented to common home tasks to help the 

residents with life skills such as cooking and 

washing dishes.  A check from the Department of 

Washington was presented to them to assist them 

with their morale boosting programs and activities.  

They were working on putting in a new garden area 

when we were visiting so it will be great to go back 

and see how that project turned out. 

Chad Hassebroek 

Department Surgeon 
____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

 

2018 – 2019 Scholarship Programs 
 

Voice of Democracy 

“Why My Vote Matters” 
 

Patriot’s Pen 

“Why I Honor the American Flag” 
 

Youth Essay 

“How The American Flag Makes Me Feel” 
____________________________________________ 

Veteran Of The Year Program 

Post Commanders, please submit your entries for 

Veteran of the year thru your District for selection 

and submission to the Fife headquarters by April 1
st
. 

____________________________________________ 

Hero’s In the Ball Park Program 

Don’t forget to make your donation to this Year’s 

Heroes in the Ballpark Program.  For those who are 

wanting to go to the game in Tacoma or Spokane, 

please send your number of tickets needed and 

money to department and specify Tacoma Game or 

Spokane Game.  The cut off dates for Donations is 

May 15, 2018.  The cut off date for tickets to the 

Tacoma Rainiers game is April 13
th

.  The cut off 

date for the tickets to the Spokane Indians game is 

August 17
th

. 
____________________________________________ 
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